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ESC 2020 
The Nordlund files 

As we all know the Eurovision Song Contest 2020 been 
cancelled caused by the Corona (Covid-19) Pandemic. But since all 
countries picked their entries I will at least share my ranking and 
thoughts about the 2020 Contest. My top 10 as well as my guesses for 
the non existing actual result. 

Country Song My opinion

Albania Arilena Ara ”Fall from 
the sky”

A cute little ballad, 
very much how 
Eurovision Ballads 
sounds today. Try to 
tough the ballad up. 
Not among my 
favorites this year.

Armenia Athena Manoukian 
”Chain on you”

I have a few problems 
with this entry. Cause 
some days I really like 
it, but it’s at the same 
time one of the entries 
I fast forward most 
often. So is it good or 
not? I can dance 
around but just listen? 
No.

Australie Montaigne ”Don´t 
break me”

All since Australia 
entered the contest 
they have been the fan 
pets. But the winning 
streak must end at one 
point, hopefully 2020 
would have been the 
year cause this is 
nothing else than 
annoying. 

Country
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Austria Vincent Bueno ”Alive” I am sure that Vincent 
does his best with this 
supposed to be 
contemporary piece. It 
sound so dated 
without being too bad. 
IF even going to the 
final I guess Austria 
would get some 1 - 3 
points but far from a 
winner.

Azerbaijan Efendi ”Cleopatra” Most surprised over 
the first lines in the 
lyrics, coming from 
Azerbaijan and even 
mention ”gay” is a 
huge thing actually. 
The song is one of my 
favorites this year, 
Love it but at the same 
time I understand the 
need for a dance 
version to be a hit. But 
amazing and I love 
how she say 
”Cleopatrrrrrrra”

Belarus VAL ”Da vinda” In mz book this is one 
of the forgotten 
entries 2020. I actually 
like it a lot without 
being crazy about it. 
For me without a 
doubt a song for the 
finals. As we say in 
Swedish ”Det svänger 
katten”

Song My opinionCountry
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Belgium Hooverphonic 
”Release me”

I don’t know why 
Belgium is a country 
that often send songs 
reminding of Bond 
themes, but it’s a trend 
and the same 2020. I 
like the entry this year 
but not to the edge of 
give them a medal at 
the end of the contest. 
But good work.

Bulgaria Victoria ”Tears getting 
sober”

It took me some time 
to push this entry up 
the ladder to one of 
my favorites 2020. But 
now I can’t stop to love 
it. Amazing song and 
even for a ballad the 
song sound modern. 

Croatia Damir Kedzo ”Diviji 
Vjetre”

A big voice with a 
song sounding very 
Balkan. But it kind of 
never takes off in my 
book. So I am sorry 
Croatia, as one of my 
favorites in the contest 
all through the 80s 
and 90s you still not 
back up there.

Cyprus Sandro ”Running” I really don’t know 
what Cyprus is doing 
lately in the Eurovision. 
”Fuego” seems to have 
gone to their heads 
and the try to re 
produce what I am 
suppose is meant to 
be ”todays pop 
sound”. I hated 
”Fuego” (not a song, 
just a show), and last 
year and now 2020 for 
me it is a big ”?”.

Song My opinionCountry
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Czech Republic Benny Cristo 
”Kemama”

One of this years so 
called ”Kisspaus” 
songs. I can’t wrap my 
mind and heart 
around this. It’s on the 
edge of being 
unlistenable. Crap 
from start to goal.

Denmark Ben & Tan ”Yes” One of my personal 
favorites this year, and 
I know it’s not loved by 
the ESC fan base. To 
me it’s really catchy 
and have potential to 
be 100% sing a long 
material. 

Estonia Uku Suviste ”What love 
is”

Another of my 
personal favorites this 
year and no one 
seems to agree. The 
chorus is amazing and 
BIG. Will get a lot of 
points in my book.

Finland Aksel ”Looking back” OK, time to be honest 
and stop bitching 
about the fact that 
Finland not selected 
Erika and her 
”Cicciolina” for 
Eurovision. Cause if I 
had no idea about 
Erikas song the Finnish 
song is not that bad. 
Sound like many of the 
pop boy entries from 
the Swedish Selection. 
So well done, but not a 
favorite.

Song My opinionCountry
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France Tom Leeb ”The best in 
me”

Another entry to put in 
the box ”good but not 
enough”. And knowing 
how many good song 
writers France have 
whom actually don’t 
mind going to 
Eurovision why this 
mix of song writers 
and a very not French 
pop music today at 
all?

Georgia Tornike Kipiani ”Take 
me as I am”

People knowing me 
would most likely say 
this is not a song for 
me, but I actually like 
it. Not in the way of 
playing it every day 
but when I hear it I do 
not fast forward it. And 
I do love his voice.

Germany Ben Dolic ”Violent 
thing”

I can’t say this is bad in 
any way. Modern pop 
but I have a huge 
problem here, the 
guys voice. I stand it in 
the chorus but the 
rest? No, it’s whining 
and irritating. But I am 
sure Germany should 
have ended up high 
on the score board if 
the contest actually 
took place.

Greece Stefania ”Supergirl” Completely 
unnecessary song. It 
has absolutely nothing 
to offer the world 
apart from a very 
promising intro. 

Song My opinionCountry
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Iceland Dadi og 
Gagnamagnid ”think 
about things”

Usually a Eurovision 
song gets a bit better 
by seeing the artist on 
stage, with Iceland 
2020 it’s the opposite. 
I can’t stand this entry 
when I watch them but 
when hearing it on 
radio it’s not bad at all. 
So at the end it’s hard 
to place them in a 
table. Got the Swedish 
12 in the ”fake” ESC so 
people like it.

Ireland Lesley Roy ”Story of 
my life”

Another entry I don’t 
mind at all but fans 
don’t approve off. I 
actually things it’s OK 
with a plus. A pop tune 
without being up there 
with the big favorites 
but for sure OK.

Israel Eden Alene ”Feker 
Libi”

Again a song with no 
right to ever have 
been written. It’s so 
bad it hurts to listen to 
it. Can’t say anything 
more.

Italy Diodato ”Fai Rumore” Maybe not my favorite 
in the San Remo 
festival but still Italy 
ends up at the upper 
half of this years 
Eurovision entries, 
amazing ballad 
sounding… Yes Italian.

Song My opinionCountry
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Latvia Samantha Tina ”Still 
breathing”

Everytime I meet 
someone telling me 
they like the entry from 
Latvia I seriously 
thinking of dial the 
112 and get them 
locked in in some 
asylum. This is so bad 
so no person in his or 
hers right mind can 
even think of voting 
for it.

Lithuania The Roop ”On fire” He entry that first 
catches my eye and a 
huge favorite of mine. 
Got it all, good song, 
good voice and a 
dance. What can go 
wrong?

Malta Destiny ”All of my 
love”

Former winner of the 
Junior Eurovision 
Destiny might have 
been the first singer 
winning both Junior 
and Senior. A good 
song and she can sing. 
Just like Malta 2019 it 
all comes to the 
performance at the 
end. 2019 it did not 
work completely and 
2020 we never know.

Moldova Natalia Gordienko 
”Prison”

Like Albania (and 
upcoming Poland) this 
ballad tick all the 
Eurovision ballad of 
today boxes. Almost to 
the edge of 
parodically. 

Song My opinionCountry
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North Macedonia Vasil ”You” High up on my 
personal list, I can’t say 
other than that I like 
the entry a lot, the 
chorus is amazing and 
to Vasil I can only say I 
dance along with you 
when listen to it.

Norway Ulrikke ”Attention” Thank zou Norway and 
let us go to the next 
entry.. Is my opinion of 
this song. I have no 
idea why fans fall to 
the ground screaming 
how good this is cause 
its not. 

Poland Alicja ”Empires” I have already talked 
about the ballads like 
this genre in my notes 
from Albania and 
Moldova and I am 
afraid I need to put 
Poland in the same 
category even if this is 
the better of the three.

Portugal Elisa ”Medo de sentir” Portugal won a few 
years ago with one of 
the best Eurovision 
entries ever and since 
then it seems like they 
try to re-invent the 
formula. This year it’s 
cute but not so 
memorable. 

Romania Roxen ”Alcohol you” I give them a point for 
trying but where 
Bulgaria succeed in 
going modern ballad 
this only sound like a 
copy of Billie Eilish, 
sorry crap in crap out.

Song My opinionCountry
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Russia Little Big ”Uno” Another country 
making it hard to place 
them in a chart. I can’t 
see them for sure, but I 
like parts of their song. 
But again also one of 
the most fast 
forwarded songs from 
this years Eurovision 
cause sometimes it 
goes under my skin.

San Marino Senhit ”Freaky” Can´t say much about 
this song, it’s a lower 
part of the scoreboard 
entry without being a 
complete mistake. Not 
interesting enough.

Serbia Hurricane ”Hasta la 
vista”

A title that pops up 
from time to time in 
the Eurovision and this 
year performed by 
three duck faced girls 
from Serbia. Just as un 
sexy as ”Fuego” a few 
years ago. And even if 
we never will see the 
show you can imagine 
how it would have 
looked on stage. 
Nasty.

Slovenia Ana Soklic ”Voda” I actually lke this song 
and her voice is 
perfect for it but it’s 
not special enough to 
get attention at the 
end. But over all a nice 
ballad.

Song My opinionCountry
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Spain Blas Canto ”Universo” Spain leave the try to 
sound Spanish in 
Eurovision and go 
100% generic pop 
song without any heart 
put into it. Not bad but 
nothing to write home 
about.

Sweden The Mamas ”Move” Not y favorite in the 
selection in Sweden 
but a song I like even if 
I think the song lack of 
power the girls can 
offer to us. I guess 
Sweden would have 
got jury points but 
lower in the televote.

Switzerland Gjons tears 
”Repondez-moi”

Gosh this is tough, a 
beautiful little ballad I 
agree on that but his 
voice! It’s like nails on 
a board, my ears hurts 
(even if even I can hear 
he can sing). A huge 
favorite to win 2020, I 
would say I don’t get 
the hype…

The Netherlands Jeangu Macrooy 
”Grow”

For me I can see me 
listen to this song now 
and then but in this 
context it’s just too 
boring for me. 

Ukraine Go_A ”Solovey” Like stepping into the 
bird house in a zoo, 
noise noise noise - 
please take me out of 
here.

Song My opinionCountry
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So this is a quick run through of the 2020 entries to the cancelled 
Eurovision Song Contest. I had no need to be funny or too specific this 
year cause the contest don’t take place and we won’t compare our 
listings and opinions on the night of the finale.  

So my favorites to win? For me Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Estonia, Italy 
or Lithuania would have made me happy. 

But at the end of the day I think the winner would have been one 
of: Russia, Lithuania, Switzerland, Malta or Germany.  

Take care out there 

Björn

United Kingdom James Newman ”My 
last breath”

UK try and try to find 
the concept I why go 
Swedish sounding 
when it only generates 
jury points no tele 
votes? This is not a 
favorite for me at all. 
And far from what I 
like to hear from the 
UK.

Song My opinionCountry
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